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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Scottish Land & Estates 

At Scottish Land & Estates (SLE) our work helps to ensure that rural Scotland thrives. We 
are a membership organisation for landowners, rural businesses, and rural professionals. We 
promote the wide range of benefits land-based businesses provide: tourist attractions, leisure 
facilities and landscapes enjoyed by the public, as well as housing, employment, tourism & 
enterprise and farming opportunities. We represent the interests of our members and wider 
rural Scotland to the UK and Scottish Governments to help ensure that policy and legislation 
reflects the unique requirements of rural Scotland and its communities 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

We strongly support point 1 within of the proposal from the Committee on Climate Change,  
as supporting the economic recovery and jobs is especially important for Scotland’s rural 
communities where one big employer or sector disappearing has had a devastating effect – 
as we have seen with the impact of Covid-19 on tourism.  

More detail is however required on point 2 & 3. While positive long-term behaviour changes 
are good, in what context and aimed at whom?  Similarly, a more precise definition of the 
“resilience deficite” will be required. Diversified businesses are often more resilient, and this 
should be encouraged to ensure long term sustainability and the ability of businesses to take 
advantage of opportunities which present themselves. Tourism is a common diversification 
of the land management sector and is now critical to the viability to many estates. Which in 
turn creates more employment and a wider range of skills requirements for rural areas, 
helping communities to form and thrive.  

We agree with point 4, which in turn ties in with the UN Sustainable Development Goals. We 
also welcome this approach. However, it will need a supportive policy and regulatory 
framework to enable alternatives to become more viable/attractive to investors. 

Incentives for renewables sector in the shape of RHI & FIT payments have worked well to 
increase the energy from renewable sources. There requires to be a new system 
implemented to renew this enthusiasm and keep the momentum which has been built up and 
to maximise the skills base which has been developed in Scotland. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

The green recovery will face barriers in its implementation, not least the speed in which it 
must be developed. A true green recovery requires a re-imagining of the economy as well as 
changing habits of all in society. While Covin-19 has meant that habit have had to change 
e.g. reduced travel, it is yet to be seen how this will translate into a long-term shift.  

Many of the Green recovery proposals will require innovation and as such carried a degree 
of risk. It is helpful for government to share this risk but providing a degree of capital or 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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development funding. However, with the depth of the current crisis will mean that funding for 
this may well be in short supply. 

To implement choices which, reduce carbon footprints and reduce environmental damage 
there needs to be a solid understanding and measurement of the impact of current practices. 
Although there is enough information on this to pinpoint ways of making improvements, there 
are still gaps and to give confidence to make real changes, industry and individuals require 
more information on this. There will also be a natural nervousness to change, clear leadership 
is required from government as well as a long term commitment to enable these decisions 
and investments to be made by both businesses and individuals.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

The food supply chain - agriculture, horticulture, food processing and retail – has to an extent 
continued to function in the period of lockdown. There has of course also been real hardship 
among those businesses that served the food service market, especially in the dairy sector. 
Business agility, based on a mixture of skills and technology backed by access to finance, 
has made a difference. There has been a degree of shift in consumer habits to “shop local”, 
including doorstep deliveries and collection from local suppliers. This has proved a lifeline to 
local producers. However, it has also underlined the lack of primary processing throughout 
Scotland.  This needs to be better understood in terms of long-term changes in behaviour.  

The lack of small abattoir and milk processing sites for example have demonstrated a lack of 
resilience within the supply chain, which has been sacrificed to ensure efficiency due to ever 
decreasing margins within the chain.  Promotion of local produce, including within public 
procurement, could have a huge impact in allowing money to flow and within the economy. 
By having produce grown and nurtured in Scotland we can have confidence in its 
provenance, its environmental credentials and the balance between biodiversity, natural 
capital and production maintained. Greater understanding and publication of local multiplier 
effects along with clear labelling will allow consumers of all products to make informed 
choices.  

Planning rules should be updated and fit for purpose with an eye on the growth of the 
economy and the potential benefits of new developments, whether commercial or residential. 
Playing an enabling role rather than regulatory.  For example, enabling change of use for 
buildings to be simplified it will allow business and individuals to be more agile in their use of 
space and reduce the need to build on new sites. 

While implementing changes to the economy, it must be clear that high production and 
employee welfare standards will not be undermined, and commitment given by government 
to uphold these in the context of imported products. This underpins consumer confidence in 
Scottish produce.  

A review of “red tape” in all sectors should be carried out, while standards must be upheld, 
there is potential to look to reduce unnecessary bureaucracy and duplication which creates 
inefficiency. Similarly, legislation currently in the process of development such as taxation on 
visitors and tourists should abe reviewed, not only to make Scotland more affordable to visit, 
but also to send a clear message that tourism is an important sector and that Scotland 
welcomes tourists and their associated income.  
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Currently, land use reporting is split into agriculture, forestry, and peatland. Yet decision-
making on land is made at croft, farm or estate level by landowners or land managers 
(crofters, farmers) about the whole parcel of land and its energy needs (diesel, electricity, 
etc.). These decisions do not artificially separate out trees from agriculture, nor use of 
renewable energy from the land. To develop lasting solutions to transforming land use, we 
need to bring together whole farm/croft or estate solutions (or indeed regional land use 
strategies as flagged in the recent Programme for Government) for getting to net zero. For 
example, developing farm level carbon reduction schemes, giving the opportunity for farmers 
to benefit from developing agro-forestry and renewable energy on their land.  Regional Land 
Use Partnerships will help to achieve this, they need to be given the tools to incentivise a 
change in practice, whilst not having an impact on the viability of businesses or creation of 
employment.  

Within housing The Energy Efficiency Scotland Route Map should be updated to align with 
the new climate change targets and published as soon as possible. This should include 
commitment to almost all homes and buildings work towards zero carbon by 2045. However 
this must also go in tandem with a re-working and fuller understanding of the Energy 
Performance Certificates, which currently do not give an accurate picture of energy efficiency 
and do not give proper credit to renewable heating systems are they are based on a nominal 
fuel cost methodology rather than actual performance.  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Within land management there is still a lack of funding for environmental schemes meaning 
land managers are not able to focus on managing land for environmental benefit.  A fund 
requires to be made available to ensure environment and climate schemes are not forgotten. 
This is against a backdrop of uncertainty both from market fluctuation, diminishing returns 
and a lack of clarity on the direction of travel of future rural business and agricultural support. 
This must be clarified soon to enable investment and implementation of natural capital 
schemes.  The current agriculture bill should give more guidance on the direction of travel as 
well as implement pilot projects to prepare for longer term change.  

Better data on wider biodiversity delivery, data about the quality of our soils and emissions to 
air such as ammonia which will all assist the desired transition should be used to inform 
decision making 

We support a transition to a low carbon economy and as such measures mentioned 
previously, such as the need for a replacement for RHI & FIT incentives as well as funding 
for increasing the efficiency of housing could have a significant impact.  

General response 

A green recovery is the future for a prosperous and sustainable Scotland. It is equally clear 
how land management is essential to delivery much of these aims. The land management 
sector is energised by the potential to play a pivotal role within this and are keen to play their 
part. SLE would welcome further discussion on how this can be activated, and our members 
can work towards this common goal of improving economic, social, and natural capital.  


